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“Pirù, Pirù”
“Pirù, Pirù” is a show for hand puppets in a booth, inspired by the popular puppet theatre repertoire, a form of entertainment intended for an audience of all ages that narrates events and stories with simple, essential themes related to the vicissitudes of daily life and the primitive struggle between Good and Evil. The usual characters in these stories were the “masks” derived from the commedia dell’arte.
“Pirù, Pirù” pays homage to this tradition, and its protagonist, Pirù, incorporates the fundamental traits shared by the principal “masks” of European puppet theatre: Pulcinella, Punch, Polichinelle, Petruska, Kaspar: characters that embody the sensibility, irony, guile, sharp wit and detached cynicism of simple folk when faced with the problems of existence.
The show begins with Pirù at home. He receives a visit from Death, who tries to take Pirù away with him. Pirù manages to get away, but through a series of unfortunate and comic coincidences, Death kidnaps Pirù’s wife, Elvira, instead. Pirù is unjustly accused of the disappearance of his wife, arrested and condemned, but he is able to escape thanks to a pact made with Death himself. When Death returns to demand that Pirù keep his promise, the latter refuses and a ferocious battle between the two ensues, ending with the victory of Pirù and the liberation of Elvira.
“Pirù, Pirù”
The show won the Silver Faun award at the Silvano d’Orba festival in 1991 and has been performed at many events in Italy and on the Company’s foreign tours in Belgium, Croatia, Germany, Slovenia and Switzerland.
Creation, production and manipulation: Walter Broggini
Puppets: Walter Broggini
Costumes: Elide Bolognini
Booth, sets and props: Attilio Broggini
Technical details
Audience: suitable for an audience of all ages (3 years and up)
Duration: 1 hour
Locale: the show can be staged either in darkened indoor spaces (theatres, halls, gyms, etc.) or outdoors
Space required for booth: width 3.5 m, depth 3 m, height 2.8 m
Power supply: one 220V, 3Kw electric socket
Assembly: 2 hours
Disassembly: 1.5 hours
