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“Pirù and the 
 Knight of Mezzotacco”
Pirù and the Knight of Mezzotacco is a show for hand puppets in a booth. It is the third episode of the Company’s trilogy inspired by the popular traditions of Italian puppet theatre.
With this show, the Compagnia Walter Broggini continues its original experimentation and innovation with the forms and content of traditional puppet theatre in productions for audiences of all ages, stories with simple, but essential themes nearly always dealing with the dichotomy and struggle between Good and Evil and the joy, suffering and values of daily life. The stories are always handled with humour, within a framework of the comic and comedy in playful interaction with the audience.
All of the elements of the show are performed live, using hand puppets with heads and hands carved from wood.
Pirù, the original character created by the Company, is also the protagonist of this episode of the saga devoted to him. As in his other adventures, he has to overcome challenges, face dangers and battle with evil antagonists before emerging victorious in a triumph for positive values.
The plot
The ambitious and evil Sir Teodoro wants to become king of the country of Mezzotacco at all costs. To achieve his aim, the knight is willing to do anything, resorting to hidden manoeuvring and dark intrigue, but finds himself opposed by the old and wise Basilio. In order to overcome the resistance of the old man, Teodoro orders the head of his guard, Capitano Bobò, to kidnap Basilio’s daughter, Isabella. The final obstacle to his ambitions now removed, Teodoro is crowned King of Mezzotacco. At this point, however, Pirù enters the action. Moved by the tears of Basilio, he promises to discover Isabella’s prison and free her. To keep his promise, he will not only have to challenge Capitano Bobò, but also Verdino, the terrifying serpent guarding the secret prison. Obviously, after a series of surprises and plot twists, the story ends with the victory of Pirù and just punishment for the evil plotters, with freedom being restored to the kingdom of Mezzotacco.
Creation, production and manipulation: Walter Broggini
Puppets: Walter Broggini
Costumes: Elide Bolognini
Booth: Eugenio Tiziani
Technical details
Audience: suitable for an audience of all ages (5 years and up).
Duration: about 1 hour
Locale: the show can be staged either in darkened indoor spaces (theatres, halls, gyms, etc.) or outdoors
Space required for booth: width 4.0 m, depth 2.5 m, height 2.8 m
Power supply: one 220V, 3Kw electric socket
Assembly: 2 hours
Disassembly: 1.5 hours
